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THE MESSENGER
OUR MISSION IS TO GROW IN FAITH, TO WORSHIP GOD, TO SERVE OTHERS, AND TO WELCOME ALL.

Pentecost, Confrimation, and New Mem-
bers Sunday

JOIN US ON JUNE 5 FOR A
CELEBRATION WORSHIP



Summer Worship Time - Beginning 
June 12, 10:00 AM - To give people 
the option of having more of their 
summer Sunday time available and, 
because Sunday school will not be 
taking place during the summer 
month, Church Council decided to 

start our Sunday worship services 
from June 12 through Labor Day 
weekend half an hour earlier, at 
10:00 AM. As always, we invite you 
to join us in person or online for 
worship at 10 AM beginning with 
June 12. 

A SUMMER OF STORIES
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As we celebrate the sabbatical that Pas-
tor Dietmar will be embarking on we look 
forward to the summer and what it has 
in store for us at St. Paul’s. As I contem-
plated what might be a good theme or 
series to consider I thought about all the 
stories that we are surrounded by in our 
lives and that we hear and decided that 
for my summer we will focus on stories.
 
Stories are the windows into our lives 
and the lives around us. The stories that 
we tell are how humans create worlds. 
We tell stories of our victories, stories of 
our failures, we tell stories about love, 
stories about loss, we tell stories about 
hilarious situations, and stories that 
move our souls. We tell new stories, old 
stories, and repeat stories. Often times, 
we dismiss stories because we might 
feel that they are not authentic or we are 
just tired of hearing the same story. But 
stories have power. They shape us, they 
shape others, they shape our perception 
and our understanding. The stories we 

connect with 
help us make 
sense of this 
chaotic world 
and the sto-
ries we cherish 
most deeply 
affect the ways 
that we act to-
ward ourselves 
and others. 
This summer 
we are going to 

focus on stories.
 
In worship, we are going to explore the 
old Hebrew stories that were handed 
down generation to generation until they 
were written by the scribes to preserve 
Israel’s heritage. Many of these stories 
we have heard since we were young chil-
dren, others may be strange or foreign to 
us, some of these stories we might think 
we may remember, but we may hear 
new details. Our goal is to listen to those 
stories anew; to learn the foundational 
realities about who God is and how God 
interacts with this world. My hope for 
all of us is to take comfort and be chal-
lenged by these stories.
 
In community, I hope to hear more of 
St. Paul’s story through individuals. To 
discuss the heritage and the faithfulness 
that has led to where St. Paul’s UCC is 
today. To listen to what values and what 
hopes St. Paul’s has carried through the 

years. To celebrate the highs and the 
lows, to talk about how the community 
rallied around one another in uncertain 
times and how they came together in the 
face of tragedy. I desire to hear how each 
member has become part of St. Paul’s 
and entered into God’s community more 
fully.
 
And the story of the Namminga family. 
Many of the congregation know about 
our arrival in Pennsylvania on the cusp of 
our third child. Many have been involved 
with the journey and have heard the mu-
sic, listened to the sermons, and seen our 
children grow. Some may remember that 
Jaime and I grew up in a small farming 
town in South Dakota, and others may 
be aware of our continuous adventures 
throughout our marriage which saw us 
move to eleven different addresses in 
six different states. And some may just 
know us from trying to wrangle all three 
children on Sunday morning as we try to 
herd Oliver, Dakota, and Sophia in the 
same direction. But our hope is that you 
get to hear more of our story, the things 
we value, the joys that we have celebrat-
ed along the way, and the challenges 
that we have faced and sometimes failed 
to overcome. Either way, I hope that at 
some point we can sit down and listen to 
one another in our summer of stories.
 

Rev. Darin Namminga
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whether we can use your chair or not, since we want to prevent 
receiving several similar chairs. The project works well only with 
a great variety of chairs. We would need all chairs by the end of 
July. Thank you for your help!

SABBATICAL COVERAGE 
JUNE 6-SEPTEMBER 5

Worship Services 
June 12 & June 19 Rev. Darin Namminga 
June 26 Rev. Dr. Thomas Martin 
July 3-July 31 Rev. Darin Namminga 
August 7 Rev. Michael Price 
August 14-Sept. 4 Rev. Darin Namminga 
September 11 Pastor Dietmar 

Pastoral Care 
June 6-8 Rev. Sally Dries 
June 9-June 25 Rev. Darin Namminga
June 25-July 1 Rev. Sally Dries 
July 2-July 31 Rev. Darin Namminga 
August 1-13  Rev. Amelia Price 
August 14-August 21 Rev. Darin Namminga 
August 22-September 3 Rev. Amelia Price 
September 4-5 Rev. Darin Namminga 
September 6 Pastor Dietmar returns

Rev. Darin Namminga
(605) 929-6495
darinnamminga@gmail.com

Rev. Sally Dries 
(570) 850-6062
salann@ptd.net

Rev. Amelia Price 
(570) 850-7739
aashivers@gmail.com

I am looking forward to a time of re-
newal, learning, spiritual growth, and 
refreshing experiences this summer. 
I will spend a week at a Franciscan 
Retreat Center and another week at 
Mt. Savior Benedictine Monastery in 
upstate New York. I will take time for 
reading, pottery, and painting. And 
together with Sigrid, we will be trav-
eling to visit her parents and siblings 
in Germany and spend a week of va-
cation in the Netherlands. Rev. Darin 
Namminga will fill in while I will be 
on sabbatical. I am very grateful that 
he will do that. You know him from 
leading worship services and his fam-
ily from participating in various min-
istries.  During the times when Rev. 
Namminga will be out of town for 
a mission trip, for vacation, we will 
have Rev. Dr. Thomas Martin (on June 
26) and Rev. Michael Price (on August 

7) filling in for worship, and Pastor 
Sally Dries and Pastor Amelia Price 
available for pastoral care. With pas-
toral care concerns from June 25 - July 
1, please contact Pastor Sally Dries di-
rectly at (570) 850-6062. From August 
1-13 and August 22 - September 3, 
Pastor Amelia Price will be available at 
(570) 850-7739 for pastoral care con-
cerns. Please feel free to contact Rev. 
Namminga via email at darinnam-
minga@gmail.com or on his phone 
at (605) 929-6495. With any church 
related questions you can always call 
or email Linda Turner in the church 
office at office@saintpauls-ucc.org or 
(570) 347-8749. Have a blessed sum-
mer and let the Spirit of God refresh 
your souls, too. 

In faith, hope, and love, 
Pastor Dietmar 

SUMMER WELCOME PROJECT

Will you please help us express our extravagant wel-
come visibly on our front lawn? We are looking for a 
great variety of chairs that will be painted in rainbow 
colors and then displayed prominently on our church 
property with a banner that says; “There is a seat at 
God’s table for everyone.”  We need a children’s high 
chair, a wicker chair, a dining room chair, a bar stool, 
a rocker, etc. If you have a (non-upholstered) chair 
you want to offer us/give us for this Welcome Project, 
please email a picture of the chair to the church office 
at office@saintpauls-ucc.org. Our church secretary, 
Linda Turner, will send the picture to Shane Sanders 
who is spearheading this project. Shane will decide 
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Ben and Kelsey Williard are the parents 
of Landon and Liam. During the worship 
service on May 15, on the occasion of the 
baptism of their son, Liam, they shared why 
faith is important to them as a solid foun-
dation and how they will continue to grow 
in faith with their sons. Congratulations on 
behalf of all of St. Paul’s! 

When we met with Pastor Dietmar ear-
lier this week, he asked us why baptism 
and why was it important to us to raise 
Liam in faith. For Kelsey and I, through-
out childhood and our adult life, faith has 
always been a solid foundation. We both 
feel that this foundation has been tre-
mendously influential in who we are, but 
also provides us a core structure to con-
tinue to build upon. Knowing that we can 
always fall back on this faith, promotes 
the opportunity to continue to learn and 
grow, which we both feel is an essential 
component of life.

As Liam grows, he will have his own ex-
periences and viewpoints on life, but by 

raising him in faith we hope that he can 
establish this foundation as well. We are 
excited by the reality that we will contin-
ue to grow with our son and accept God’s 
plan.

We want to thank both of our families for 
exposing us to why having faith in Christ 
can lead to a fulfilling and joyful life. We 
also want to thank Pastor Dietmar and 

the St. Paul’s community for being a ma-
jor part of our foundation over the last 
two challenging years. To Liam – we love 
you and want you to know that we will 
always be here for support and wish you 
the best life has to offer. Trust in God, 
and have faith, for this faith will always 
provide guidance and lead to a reward-
ing life.

WHY BAPTISM?
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MESSAGE FROM THE YOUTH LEADER
Thank you to everyone who helped with 
Sunday School, Kids Group, and Vacation 
Bible School. Have a restful summer 

vacation and I’ll see you in the fall!

Torri Stark

COME TO VBS JUNE 6 TO 10, 5:30 TO 7:30 PM

VBS is right around the corner, June 6 -10, 5:30 to 7:30 PM! It’s 
important for us to listen to Jesus’ stories because that’s how 
God’s love, the gospel, is planted within us. When God’s love 
takes root and grows up within us we have more than enough 
love to face hard challenges and share with others, including 
God’s creation. Kids will plant their own little “pizza garden” to 
take home. Sign up here!

https://saintpaulsselinsgrove.breezechms.com/form/VBS2022
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JUNE & JULY

6/01 Lauren Shambach
6/02 Michael Bingaman
6/03 Robert Drumheiser
 Sorley Mercer
6/04 Diane Spoors 
6/05 Donnell Kelly 
6/07 Edna Gingrich
 Clema Kline
 Melinda Martin
6/08 Michael Proger 
6/09 Ivana Lluveras 
6/10 William Weader
6/12 Lori Kershner
 Archie Passmore
6/13 Bill Bowers
 Patty Erdly
6/14 Nolan Derk
 Dietmar Plajer
6/15 Bob Bressler
 Ellen Miller
6/18 Magnolia McCabe
 Rebecca Wilson
6/19 Chyrl Gemberling
 Suzanne Radel
6/25 Beverly Heinemann
6/26 Chris Burd
 Don Sears 
6/27 Trevor Garbo
6/28 Wilbur Reddinger
6/30 Tanya Loss

BIRTHDAYS

6/01 Sharon & Andrew Womer
6/02 Stacey & Rick Hawk 
6/03 Linda & Ray Adams
  Darin & Jaime Namminga 
6/05 Fritz & Beverly Heinemann
  Kyle & Jennifer Kelly 
6/06 Tami & Michael Long
6/08 Jim & Jane Taylor
6/09 Kara & Jason Taylor
  Corey & Ruthann Troup
6/14 Sara & Josh Wenrich
6/17 Mary Ann & Bill Weader
6/20 Sally & Barry Hayhurst
6/22 Helen & David Hannah
6/25 Casara & Nathen Beaver
  Michael & Cheryl Gibson-Doyne
6/27 Angela & Jeremy Brouse
6/28 Sue & Lamar Henise
6/30 Sharon & Charles McCuen
  Allen & Sue Wetzel
7/08 Bob & Dolores Bressler
7/12 Gene & Wendy Houck 
7/20 Steve & Kelly Feiler 
7/21 Jeffrey & Lisa Taylor 
7/22 Janeen & Joe Longer
7/26 Kathy & Larry Smith

ANNIVERSARIES

JUNE & JULY

7/01 Robyn Carper
 Angela Hoot
7/02 Bruce Burkhart
7/03 Mason Beaver
 Daniel Brian Herrold
7/05 Landyn Lukens
7/06 Danika Burd
7/08 Erin Smith
7/09 Carolyn Fairl
 Henry Lewis
 Jacob Smith
7/10 Beverly Brown
 Brenda Campbell
7/11 Angela Brouse 
7/13 Russ Delp
 Riley Hermann
7/15 Dan Herrold
 Kathy Rising
7/16 Stacey Hawk
7/17 Sam Edmiston
 Duane Rigel
 Sara Wenrich 
7/19 Bryan Lybarger
7/21 Timothy Reed
7/22 Janeen Longer
7/24 Peter Namet
7/25 Wyatt Allan Beaver
 Susan Bolig
 Mary Ann Weader 
7/26 Debra Witkop
 Michael A. Zettlemoyer
7/29 Noah Derr
 Wendy Houck
 Troy Frymoyer
7/30 Gavin Taylor

Members: 
Mason Beaver 
Janeen Brosius
Russ Delp 
Amelia Gentile and Family 
Kim Haizlett 
David & Helen Hannah 
Gibby Mease 
Ellen Miller 
Kathy Ulrich 

Friends: 
Gary Bunch 
Dan & Marge and Family 
Gene Greiner 
Luke 
TJ and Conner McKinnon 
Paul Murray 
Dee & Drew Reynolds 
The Family of Dennis Reynolds

All who keep working in critical situa-
tions, especially the health care workers
All who are grieving
Those in leadership positions
Our country - for peace, respect, under-
standing
Those who are dear and close to our 
hearts and those not named above
The people of Ukraine and all those 
suffering from the raging war

PRAYER LIST
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If you are willing and able to help with one of the following items, or contribute toward one of 
them, please let the church office know. You can specify “ Wish List” or the name of a specific item 
(Media Cart, Wheelchair, Projector, Garage Door Opener) in the memo line, if you want to write a 
check. Thank you!

Two Laser Projectors for the Sanctuary: If you have been worshiping with us in person, you notice that the 
projected slides are slowly fading away. Even though we covered the windows by the screens to keep outside 
light from interfering, the quality is much waning. The current projectors were  installed nine years ago, are aging 
and worn, and on their way out. They just can not do the job anymore. That is why we need two new projectors for 
the sanctuary, best before the old ones totally give out. We want crisp and clear images to match the quality of the 
services. Two new long-lasting laser projectors will accomplish that. Nine years ago, when the current projectors 
were installed, laser projectors were not available. Now they are and we as a worshiping community will greatly 
benefit from them. One high-quality laser projector to match the size or our sanctuary and screens will cost about 
$5,000. We need two of them. 

A Media Cart with Large LED TV: Our church meetings will continue in hybrid mode. This means, that Church 
Council and all other church committees will take place in person AND electronically, via Zoom. Some people who 
live in town, will participate in person. Others, who live away (like in Northumberland), or are traveling (like staying 
over the winter months in Florida) or for various other reasons can not join us in person (like people who do not 
drive at night any more), will join in via Zoom. We need a large flat screen TV, to make that possible. The current 
TV in the council room is too small to do a great job and to allow for good quality screen sharing . A media cart 
will help us move the TV on the lower level to where it is needed, to the Christian Education room for children to 
learn, the fellowship hall for “Hot Topic” presentations, etc. A good quality long-lasting media cart with large flat 
screen TV will cost about $1,500. 

A Light-Weight Wheelchair: Recently we have had a guest with a walking impairment twice visit St. Paul’s for 
worship on Sunday morning. We want to be able to offer them a good quality, well functioning light-weight wheel-
chair. Currently, St. Paul’s has two wheelchairs from the fifties or sixties, which are super heavy. They are located 
on the lower level by the Council Room. On Easter Sunday Pastor Dietmar carried one of them up the stairs to 
make it available to the guests. It was “back-breakingly” heavy even for Pastor Dietmar who considers himself to 
be strong. We really need to replace the two iron-heavy ones with a light-weight good quality wheelchair that any 
person can move and navigate inside and outside to the parking lot and back. It can also be a slightly used one. 
A new high quality light weight easy to operate wheel chair would cost about $500.

A Garage Door Opener with Installation: The church’s double door garage is unlocked at all times. We have lawn 
mowers, tools, EZ Up tents, tables, Loaves and Fishes huts, etc. stored there. We want to be able to keep every-
thing safe, protect St. Paul’s property from theft AND make the mowers, tools and equipment easily accessible for 
those who use them. An automated electric garage door opener will help us do that. It will lock the door and the 
garage to keep items safe, and will allow access through a remote and key pad to those who are authorized to 
use the garage. We estimate the cost for a good-quality automated garage door opener, including its professional 
installation, to be about $750. 

The Messenger8



9www.saintpauls-ucc.org

MESSY CHURCH 
NEWS

Messy Church is taking a summer break. 
We will see you all back on September 11 
at  our Kick-Off Party and Picnic at the East 
Snyder Park. More info and a signup link 
will be coming later in the summer. 
Thank you to all on the Messy Church 
team who tirelessly and courageously 
meet every month before and after Messy 
Church to plan, prepare, and lead. Thank 
you also to all the volunteers who come 
to Messy Church and help. We couldn’t 
do it without each and every one of you! 
And, last but not least, thank you to all the 
children, parents, grandparents, adults, 
and teens who came and participated in 
the fun! We can’t wait to see you again 
on September 11! Have a healthy, happy, 
and restful summer!               

Sigrid Plajer



Because of the timing of the newsletter publication, these news-
letter minutes are not the official, approved minutes. After the 
minutes have been approved at the next meeting, the final min-
utes are available upon request.

Attendance: Sara Adams, Kim Burkhart, Bob Engel, Bev Heine-
mann, Darin Namminga as guest, Peggy Peeler, Pastor Dietmar 
Plajer, Sigrid Plajer as guest, Shane Sanders, Craig Stark, Randy 
Tanner, Linda Turner, Allen Wetzel.
Excused: Amy Caron, Kathy Ulrich, Josh Werich, Mike Zettle-
moyer.  

Minutes from March Council: Minutes were sent earlier via 
email by Randy Tanner; no changes were noted. A motion to 
approve the minutes was made by Al Wetzel, seconded by Bev 
Heinneman, and the motion was approved. 
Financial Report: The report was sent earlier via email. Linda 
Turner answered the few questions posed and noted that the 
budget is on target for the year. A motion to approve the finan-
cial report was made by Randy Tanner and seconded by Shane 
Sanders. The motion was approved. 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Dietmar sent out his report earlier via 
email. He mentioned that he has received many heartwarming 
comments on our entire Easter season: the joyous singing in 
church and all the special music and singing, Anna Ogunnaike 
being part of our Easter Service was a joy to her, Shane and all 
in attendance. 

Unfinished Business & New Business 
Worship Service: With the recent surges in new Covid cases, 
we will re-visit the suggestion of our former communion set-up 
again, hoping to implement this change this fall.
Worship in Person: Our congregation and others continue to 
use all our tech services weekly. Sigrid noted that our current 
projectors are 9 years old and suggested replacing them with 
new laser projectors that will have a much improved picture 
quality, will last much longer, and don’t have bulbs that need to 
be replaced every few years. Council gave the go ahead to get 
quotes for new projectors in the near future.
Sabbatical Fill-In: We look forward to welcoming two local 
ministers to the pulpit on two occasions when Rev. Namminga 
is out of town.  On June 26 Rev. Dr. Thomas Martin, and then on 
August 7 Rev. Mike Price will fill in.
St. Paul’s Vision: Our Conference Minister Rev. Dr. Carrie Call 
has offered her assistance in providing clarity to discern our 
Post Covid forward visioning.  We will revisit this in the Fall after 
Pastor Dietmar returns from sabbatical with a late Fall or early 
Spring roll-out.

Community Opportunities: 
• Sigrid shared a photo of brightly painted chairs of all 

shapes & sizes with a sign reading “There is a seat at God’s 
table for everyone”. Much talk ensued with this sounding 
like a good idea to follow up on.

• SUN Area Work and Witness: Pastor Dietmar shared an up-
coming local mission event at the Church of the Nazarene 
being sponsored by the SUN Area Work and Witness. From 
July 27-30 the event will provide help for local low-income 
families with projects.  They are looking for volunteers and 
there is a $15 sign-up fee. 

Personnel Committee Report: We are still searching for 
someone for the Treasurer position. The committee met with 
two candidates for Church Secretary. Both are great candi-
dates bringing much to discuss after Linda Turner, Sigrid Pla-
jer, and Craig Stark were excused from the Council meeting.  
After considering the skills and compensation expectations of 
both, a motion to hire Linda Turner for the position was made 
by Randy Tanner and seconded by Shane Sanders. The motion 
was approved.
Messy Church:
Everyone attending the May 8 Messy Church enjoyed them-
selves, with many great volunteers helping. With summer, the 
team will take a break, returning in September.
Adult Sunday School:
Both Sunday morning hybrid and Thursday evening zoom 
meetings are taking a summer break and will return in the fall. 
Kids Group, Children’s Sunday School, and Teen Group: 
The Kids Group and Children’s Sunday School continue to be a 
positive experience for all those attending. The Teen Group en-
joyed their first meeting, having some fun activities and getting 
to know one another. All these groups will not meet during the 
summer, but stay tuned for the Fall start-up of these groups. 
Vacation Bible School: Please check your last newsletter or 
eNews for a list of items that we would appreciate being con-
tributed. The item list will change when enough of those items 
are donated. Please consider volunteering to help however you 
can to make this event possible. 
Confirmation Group: The confirmands will be “graduating” on 
Pentecost Sunday, June 5, when the confirmands will officially 
join the church. Please join us as we celebrate our youth and 
wear something red, orange, or yellow for Pentecost!
Summer Worship Time: There was a short discussion about 
going back to our usual summer worship time of 10:00 AM. A 
motion to approve the time change was made by Randy Tanner 
and seconded by Joshua Wenrich. The motion was approved.
New Members: The second New Member Orientation meeting 
is on May 22. Please consider being a mentor to help the new 

ST. PAUL’S COUNCIL MEETING MAY 10, 2022
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group transition with questions and concerns for an easy transi-
tion. The new members will join St. Paul’s on June 5th. Hopefully 
the weather will cooperate to welcome our new members out-
side or meet in the social room if it rains. 
Kick-Off Sunday: A picnic is planned at the East Snyder Park on 
Sunday, September 11, and will also host our returning Messy 
Church activities. Please plan on attending this wonderful social 
event!

Committee Reports
Property and Grounds
• The repair issues with the bridal store rental property were 

deemed not fiscally appropriate with the current repair 
needs. 

• We are exploring an energy audit for the church facility 
(with Rick Campbell being the point person) which will as-
sist with the new furnace purchase. 

• The dishwasher repairs are complete.
• We are awaiting bids for the exterior concrete work. 

Green Team/Living Into Right Relations
• We are planning adding a link on our St. Paul’s website 

which will allow everyone to view our info!
• We will join the fun in participating with VBS!
• The news of a first of its kind Plastics Recycling plant com-

ing to our area was lauded and discussed!!
• Appreciation was given to Peggy Peeler for volunteering to 

take meeting minutes for the group!
• Ongoing meetings reference the continued ongoing plan-

ning to bring PFLAG Selinsgrove to fruition along with con-
tinued social justice issues, recycling/renewal and input on 
the upcoming furnace purchase.  

Next Church Council Meeting is scheduled for June 14, 2022.
Linda Turner will provide devotions for Council. 
Additional prayer requests were noted and we adjourned with 
the Lord’s Prayer.
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Randy Tanner, Council Secretary

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES CONTINUED

Children & Youth is, again this year, col-
lecting school supplies for their annual 
Back to School Fair in August.

Items may be left in the yellow box out-
side the Secretary Office door and must 
be received no later than July 14, 2022. 

If you prefer to make a monetary dona-
tion, make check payable to SCC4K and 
write “Children’s Fund” in memo line. 
Mail to Snyder County Coalition 4 Kids, 
P.O. Box 103, Selinsgrove, PA 17870. 

Items needed are: 

• Backpacks for High School Students 
(boys and girls)

• Pencil pouches (3-ring binder style)
• Pencil boxes
• Book covers
• Erasers (pencil top)
• Glue sticks
• Glue bottles
• Scissors (safety scissors and regular)
• Construction paper
• Pocket folders (with clasps inside)
• Rulers
• Germ X
• Tissue packets
• Post-It Notes
• Vinyl folders
• Trapper keepers
• Highlighters

SNYDER COUNTY CHILDREN & YOUTH BACKPACK PROGRAM
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Our St. Paul’s Mission is to grow in faith, 
to worship God, to serve others, and to 
welcome all. 

Holy Week was deeply meaningful and 
moving especially this year as we are 
emerging from the pandemic. The Palm 
Sunday celebration with the children’s 
processional “Hosannah, save us, Jesus” 
and the traditional “The Palms” record-
ing from a couple of years ago warmed 
my heart. On Maundy Thursday we ob-
served Jesus’ last supper with his disci-
ples, which became our Holy Commu-
nion with bread and grapes. We offered 
the traditional foot washing and walked 
with Jesus into the darkness of suffering 
and death through the Tenebrae part of 
the service. The Easter Sunrise service, 
with Easter Fire, and the Easter Celebra-
tion service, with Butterfly Dance, Senior 
Choir live presentation, and Easter Egg 
Hunt were the highlight of the season. 
I’m deeply grateful for all who made our 
services extra special, especially for the 
Worship Team who decorated the sanc-
tuary to perfection with butterflies and 
flowers. The butterflies, as symbols of 
resurrection, reflect our Easter Season 
“Emerge” theme. Together with Jesus, we 
hatch from cocoons and tombs, spread 
our wings, take flight, and rise with Jesus 
to a new life in Christ. 

Messy Church on Palm Sunday was the 

best so far with 60 persons participating. 
With crafts, art, activities, Bible story, 
and a meal, young families and adults 
explored the message and meaning of 
Easter. Thanks to a great Messy Church 
team and to the many helpers who 
make it a wonderful experience. Messy 
Church is a key ministry of St. Paul’s that 
also reaches families from the commu-
nity who do not otherwise connect with 
St. Paul’s. 

We visited the Sunbury Synagogue with 
13 participants from the Confirmation 
Class and the congregation at large on 
April 3. Rabbi Nina Mandel introduced us 
to the life and services of Congregation 
Beth-El. It was wonderful to explore how 
our Jewish sisters and brothers practice 
their faith and serve the community. 

The Card and Care Ministry Team, a 
group of faithful and caring persons 
sends weekly cards to members and 
friends of St. Paul’s who are facing chal-
lenging situations. I am grateful for all of 
the team who pray and share God’s love 
and care in tangible ways. It is wonder-
ful to know that one is lifted up in prayer 
and assured of God’s presence through 
life altering challenges. 

Youth Leader, Torri Stark and Jevan 
Beaver planned for and facilitated a 
wonderful Youth Group event with nine 

teens participating on Sunday, April 24. 
It is great to create new opportunities for 
St. Paul’s and area teens to engage for 
meaningful activities. Thank you to Torri 
and Jevan for making this happen and 
for planning for a summer event and 
regular fall youth activities.  

Rev. Darin Namminga is a blessing. He 
filled in leading the worship service on 
April 24 while I was on vacation. He will 
also fill in while I will be on Sabbatical 
from June 6-September 5. 

Thank you for your prayers, your wit-
ness, your giving, your service, and your 
faithfulness to God and to God’s work 
through St. Paul’s. You are the hands 
and heart of Jesus in action! 

April 1-30, 2022

Days worked   16 
Days off    07
Continuing Education  00
Vacation days   07 
 Holidays   00 
Total Days   30

Respectfully submitted,  
Pastor Dietmar Plajer

PASTOR’S REPORT APRIL 2022
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Myia is a caring and kind per-
son, willing to always help when 
needed.

MYIA BROSIUS

13www.saintpauls-ucc.org

CONGRATULATIONS,
ST. PAUL’S GRADUATES!
We celebrate their accomplishments. This year’s high school graduates are: Ryan 
Bolig, Myia Brosius, Maya Caron, Theodore Feiler, Ethan Kelly, Zachary Stark, Grace 
Wagner, and Paige Witkop. Our college graduates are: Jonathan Cope, Matthew 
Cope, Owen Feiler, Sam Haddon, and Rachel Kelly. RYAN BOLIG

Ryan is finishing his Seals Den 
program at Selinsgrove High 
School. Ryan loves to search You-
Tube videos in his free time, swim 
with his Special Olympics Team 
and go to the beach. He is plan-
ning on doing volunteer work at 
The Manor at Penn Village, clean 
the Susquehanna Valley Dance 
Company, and package dog treats 
for Abby’s Doggone Dog Biscuits.

Singing and making music in 
all forms brings me joy. I am most 
grateful for my incredibly support-
ive family and friends who have 
helped me throughout my whole 
life. I will be attending Penn State 
University to major in Music Ed-
ucation. I am very excited to see 
where this new chapter takes me.

MAYA CARON

Being with my family and 
friends bring me joy.  I love learn-
ing about new things. The next 
big thing to come for me is Penn 
College of Technology to pursue 
Heavy Equipment. This is a very 
big step for me that I cannot wait 
to begin

ETHAN KELLY

Zach is grateful for his health 
and hopes to have a good pay-
ing job in the future so he doesn’t 
have to worry about money. He 
will be attending Susquehanna 
University in the fall.

ZACH STARK



400 North Market Street, Selinsgrove, PA 17870    

Tel 570-374-8749

office@saintpauls-ucc.org

www.saintpauls-ucc.org

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ

Summer worship Sunday at 10:00 AM

(from June 12 to September 4)

also on Facebook, YouTube, or our website 

“God is Still Speaking”

Music Appreciation Sunday/Mothers Day

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

We thank God for...
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